Dear Parents & Junior –
THIS BEGINS THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 14TH!!!
 

Congratulations on being selected to the Travel Team.  This Team initiative will need a commitment of 6 months to 1) DEVELOP THE NECESSARY SKILLS, 2) PREPARE FOR THE NECESSARY TOURNAMENTS and 3) PLAY THE NECESSARY TOURNAMENTS. We feel very strongly that this initiative will both keep some aspiring juniors on the track toward being college players and get others on the track toward that goal. We also feel strongly that without this type of program, the ones not on track may not be playing high level tournaments in the future and the ones on track may lapse and fall behind. 
 

Here are the particulars:
 

TEAM SOUTHERN:
GOAL:  This Team is designed to get players ranked near the top 150 in the Southern 12's and top 200 in the South 14's. The goal is to make Southern Level 2's Designated (aka BullFrog's) draws. This level not only counts towards National points, but also will put the junior playing the highest level tournaments in the Southern section. The only tournaments higher are The Southern Closed Qualifier Level 1 and 3 Southern Closed 1A's (Fall, Winter & Spring). Any player making a BullFrog draw would almost always make the Level 1 & Level 1A draws.
    
COST: Any 2 hour session will be $25. We have kept the price low so that this program could be a cost effective supplement.
· See the list below to see when your team practice will be held.
· We will hold pre-tournament camps about 1 week before each tournament, usually on a Saturday and/or Sunday.  The cost will be $50 for each 4 hr. camp day. 
· Any TEAM tournament within the Atlanta area will be $50 for coaching. Coaching is not optional and again, the price has been kept low to remain cost -effective. There will be an early AM warm-up at the main site (unless otherwise noted). The majority of the matches will be covered 

SCHEDULE:  NOTE!! The junior must be currently doing 2 days of Academy. This 3rd day is mandatory and not up to the parent to pick and choose the days. 
Boys
· Team Southern Boys 10’s will meet on Mondays from 5-7 @ Windward Lake Club
· Team Southern Boys 12's will meet on Mondays from 5-7 @ Windward Lake Club
· Team Southern Boys 14's will meet on Thursdays from 5-7 @ Alpharetta High School
· Team Southern Boys 16's & 18's are all already currently enrolled in Elite, a 3 day program. See the tournament list below.
 

Girls
· Team Southern Girls 10's players do not currently meet the criteria needed to get into the Level 3 tournaments & higher - players will be put into Developmental Squads with info coming out next month
· Team Southern Girls 12's players do not currently meet the criteria needed to get into the Level 3 tournaments & higher - players will be put into Developmental Squads with info coming out next month
· The majority of Team Southern Girls 14's players are already currently enrolled in our Select Performance Group in either 3 or 5 days/wk program. See the tournaments list below.
· The majority of Team Southern 16's & 18's are already currently enrolled in our Elite Performance Group or Elite (after school) in either 3 or 5 days/wk programs.  
. 
 

--------
 

 

Regardless of what Group your junior currently is in, it is important from a college recruiting perspective to establish your level within your class. This being the case, the Teams will be broken down by Age / Grade specifically. Especially when it comes to Pre-Tournament camps, it is important for the juniors to see the other kids their age and level who also attend the academy, some of which they never see because of Daytime and After School groups. Our goal is to help every group get to their next level and establish a true Who's Who in each Team. The top junior in each Team will Tween between the levels, from Team Georgia to Team Southern to National Team. It will also help us organize tournament planning and coaching, as we will divide the Teams depending on the tournament. 
· Team Southern: Due to the varying rankings, we will pick a tournament that will benefit the top end of that Team. However, as is often the case, a 2nd tournament will be needed to help those not able to get into a level, play the next level down. Entrants that couldn’t get into a Southern level 3, for example, would register for the Southern Level 4 near the same date. This gives us an 'A' team and a 'B' Team, with the plan of all the players being able to get into the majority of the bigger tournaments (bigger draws). We will also, use the 1, 3, 5, 7 and 2, 4, 6, 8 formats in cases where there are 2 Southern Level 3's on the same weekend. These will be specified by said tournament, so your adherence to the plan is appreciated. 
· National Team: Due to the tournament schedule being planned on various holiday weekends, there are often several options of play on the same weekend. Our plan is to have our best players, as well as our 'next-in-line' to play the National schedule.  This not only frees up space in the bigger Southern tourneys, it also gives National points and exposure to the players that are on, or soon to be on, that National track. Some members of the Southern 'A' Team will be encouraged to play up in a National Open, for example, rather than play the Southern Level 1a, even though they are not yet top 100 in the country. 
· Lastly, stick to the 6 month calendar that we have scheduled. If the player does really well, keep them on the scheduled track and we will adjust as necessary. If the player does not do as well, keep them on the scheduled track. We will adjust as necessary, but bad draws and bad luck happen. The junior must be given the chance to get into and play several of tournaments before we can make an assessment on where he/she is. Too many times, a well-intentioned parent has "pulled the plug" for a bad loss or for a great win and gotten away from the schedule that would have given the junior a true footing at the level either way!!   
 
 

Thank you,

Torrey and Will 

 

